INTRODUCTION

final outcome of the revolution in 1917, and which
laid the foundation for the overthrow of the Ker-
ensky government by the Bolsheviks.

The Social Revolutionist Party differed from
both of the Social Democrat groups in that it de-
rived its theory and philosophy of socialism not
from Karl Marx and Marxism, but from the
theories and principles of socialism expounded by
Michaelovski and Chernovshevski. They questioned
the infallibility of Marx's concept that the economic
force is the underlying motive in the development
and progress of human history. They based their
beliefs on the theory that other than economic fac-
tors played their parts in the development and
changes in human history, and held that economic
factors are effects as well as causes and are con-
ditioned, as are people, by other, underlying
influences. They stressed the importance of great
leaders of mankind in altering the development
and influencing the historical trends of their epochs
and periods.

From this concept they developed the theory
that it was unnecessary for a country to go through
the processes which Marx outlined in his Kapital
in passing from capitalism to socialism, denying
that, in Russia, a high development of industrializa-
tion and a high proportion of city workers or